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 Languages are the primary mean of human communication. They also provide social 
information that convey more than intended referential information influencing listeners feelings, 
reactions and thoughts. Languages variations such as accent, speech patterns, vocabulary, 
intonation, etc. can serve as markers for evaluating speakers, or as means of discrimination. We 
all use the information we have acquired through years of socialization about the aforementioned 
markers to choose how to act and to categorize people based on preestablished social, economic, 
cultural and gender categories, to name a few – this is known as language attitudes. There are 
diverse definitions for languages attitudes. Some of the more prevailing ones talk of it as an 
hypothetical construction that explain human behavior (Baker, 1999), a disposition to respond 
favorably or not to an object, person, institution or event (Ajzen, 1988) and as located objects of 
though on dimensions of judgement (McGuire, 1969). A classical explanation speaks of three 
components: cognitive, affective and conative to refer to thoughts and beliefs, feelings toward 
the attitude object and the intention to act under a context or circumstance, respectively (Baker, 
1992).  
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When teaching about language attitudes in the classroom, we aim to create opportunities 
for students to connect their everyday experiences with the idea that language use can trigger 
these types of reactions (cognitive, affective and conative). In traditional circumstances, Dr. 
George would plan the course with multiple hands-on activities that allow students to explore the 
theoretical concepts paired with analysis of current societal issues hoping to initiate dialogic 
conversations in the classroom. In recent years, Dr. George has also included creative teaching 
practices to engage students in dynamic ways of learning. Such is the case of the course on 
languages attitudes offered during the Winter of 2020, in which Barrios acted as a volunteer 
Digital Storytelling Facilitator However, these practices had to be revised due to the current 
global pandemic. In the case of a  course that was already planned and running when COVID-19 
impacted the entire humanity, Dr. George, and many other faculties across Canada, were forced 
to move from face-to-face classrooms to fully online environments. The main changes to the 
planification of the semester included moving major assignments to the virtual remote learning 
environment.  

Themes that were the core of the course became even more relevant in the months to 
come as the world experiences an increase of racism, discrimination and stigmatization (Alsop & 
Hoeg, 2020). Students’ discussions and individual work gained greater significance for their 
daily lives in new ways. Soon themes on linguistic discrimination and attitudes towards 
languages and their spoken accents emerged in daily conversations, and as the course progressed, 
students gained a new awareness and connected what they were learning through the class with 
the news of what was happening in the world. 

Students were still responsible for writing the critical analysis essays that we present 
today. The essays presented on this issue represent the work of seven undergraduate and two 
graduate students that took the class on Language Attitudes during the Winter of 2020. It was 
without a doubt an unique semester. The course was scheduled to be delivered face-to-face with 
a heavy component of group work. Although a significant portion of the class had been covered 
by the time face-to-face classes were cancelled, there still were changes that needed to take place 
in order to finish the remaining portion of the course. As part of their assignments, students had 
to write a critical analysis essay in which they would offer their insights in an article, video, or 
event that related to the themes and theories discussed in class. 

The assignment was designed as an opportunity for students to acquire experience in 
publishing and peer reviewing while at the same time using and reviewing concepts learned in 
the course. The way this assignment worked was that students first chose a work to critique, 
typically a video or opinion article, and then used scholarly articles to offer a critical analysis of 
the work through the lenses of the theories learned during the course. Once students wrote their 
first drafts, they received feedback from a peer and the instructor. Students who wished to 
publish in their essays in this Special Issue underwent another round of peer review by a 
graduate student and faculty member.  

 
Focus of this Issue 

The issue is divided in three sections based on themes. In the first section of this Special 
issue, we present three essays written in Spanish by undergraduate students related to attitudes 
towards certain varieties of Spanish and French. In the first essay, Actitudes hacia el español 
hablado en Buenos Aires (Attitudes towards the Spanish spoken in Buenos Aires), Tiana Vassolo 
critiques Javier Swarz’s (2019) video about how Spanish speakers outside of Argentina perceive 
people from Buenos Aires and offers support for some of the attitudes portrayed toward the 
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variety of Spanish most commonly spoken in Buenos Aires describing the history that 
contributed to the development of this variety as it is spoken today and concluding that speakers 
of this variety take pride in their accent. In the second essay, Actitudes lingüísticas hacia el 
francés quebeco (Linguistic attitudes towards Quebec French), Gabriela Segura offers a critique 
of a news article by Knight (2014) about the Cannes Film Festival arguing that the reason the 
movie, Mommy, originally spoken in Quebec French, utilized European French subtitles was to 
reach a larger audience since Quebec French is difficult to comprehend outside of Quebec and 
for learners of French. Segura describes how both the European French and learners of French 
typically reject the French spoken by people in Quebec, Canada due to the perception that it is 
difficult to understand. In the final paper of the first section of this issue, El mantenimiento de la 
lengua materna después de la inmigración: El papel de las actitudes (Maintenance of the mother 
tongue after immigrating: The role of attitudes), Mia Mercado critiques Tobar’s (2016) New 
York Times article titled The Spanish Lesson I Never Got at School and discusses the language 
variety spoken by children of Spanish-speaking immigrants and attributes language maintenance 
and loss to the parents’ attitudes, the social environment and the educatonal system in the new 
environment.                                                            

The second section of this issue includes three essays written in Spanish and delves into 
issues of identity by Spanish-speakers of Puerto Rican descent in New York City, discrimination 
based on one’s accent when speaking and discrimination against indigenous languages in Peru. 
In the fourth essay of this issue, La complicada relación entre la lengua española y la identidad 
Latina, Kayla Kjersteen critiques a popular video titled Is speaking Spanish important to Latino 
identity where residents of New York City were interviewed. Kjersteen uses social identity 
theory and a raciolinguistic perspective to languages to explain the opinions mentioned in the 
video about if the extent to which speaking Spanish is part of the latino/a identity. In the 5th 
essay, Actitudes lingüísticas y etnicidad, Jasmine Cárcamo also uses raciolinguistic theory to 
explain an event that ocurred in the news where a woman was recorded inside of a restaurant 
with racist comments towards speakers of English as an L2. This section ends with the sixth 
essay, La influencia de la discriminación en las actitudes lingüísticas del quechua hablante en el 
Perú, by Nicole Puccinelli who critiques an article in the popular newspaper El País titled 
Discriminados Por Hablar Su Idioma Natal where she uses various scholarly articles to explain 
why this discimination occurs.  

The third section introduces the topic of language and gender with two essays in 
English and one in Spanish. In the seventh essay The Role of Gender and Sexist Language  
Qiuchen Li critiques the news report How Trump talks about women – and does it matter? by 
discussing markedness (defined by Li as “an unnecessary emphasis on the female gender”) in 
sexist language, Dehumanization in sexist language and Opposition to sexist language and 
promotion of gender-fair language. Cecilia Colley Rebolone’s essay, titled My body, my 
decisions, my pronouns: Society’s control discusses various viewpoints no the use of gender 
nuetral language arguing for the importance of being inclusive or at the very least not criticizing 
others who choose to adopt inclusive language. The final essay in this Issue,  No es sobre el 
idioma, es sobre las actitudes lingüísticas: Un debate sobre rechazar los pronombres 
apropiados is written by Minori Olguin who critiques two CBS news videos where Jordan 
Peterson descibes why he will not use the preferred ronouns of his students. Olguin breaks down 
Peterson's argument citing relevant research and offering solutions on how to use more inclusive 
language. 
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Additionally, we feature the article, Identidad social e incidencia sobre el voseo 
Venezolano, in which Dr. Hevia presents a critical and retrospective analysis using social 
psychology theory, mathematical linguistic and social simulation to explain how social identity 
can influence the use of voseo (second person, singular subject in Spanish) in some regions of 
the Spanish speaking world.  

This Special Issue demonstrates the work of undergraduate and graduate students as they 
critically analyze relevant news articles and videos. Their essays offer insights into the language 
attitudes present in world and represent common themes related to language varieties, identity, 
and gender all within a framework of language attitudes. While these are not typical research 
articles, these critical analysis essays provided a space for students to critique work relevant to 
today’s society while learning how language attitudes are displayed in popular news articles and 
videos.    
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